
IP contains basic 
observations or 

measurements (data) in 
static form  (e.g., tables, 

figures) or represented by 
animation, video, or audio, 
along with definitions and 
descriptions of those data 

(e.g., metadata). 

IP contains any of the following: new 
methods for data acquisition or 

processing; stated data assumptions 
that require explanation; discussion of 
data meaning; testing of hypotheses; 

comparisons or analyses of data; 
extrapolation from data to predictions. 

IP presents new original data 
and their derivations based on 

routine summary statistics, 
previously published methods 

or models, but does not 
discuss, explain, compare, 

analyze, or extrapolate upon 
those data. 

IP is a synthesis or 
interpretation of data, 
and might reference 
the source data used 
but does  not present 

those data. 

The observations and 
measurements ('data') used 

have been previously or 
separately released, and the 

methods used have been 
previously published, and the 

interpretations have been 
previously published. 

Noninterpretive1 

Distinguishing Noninterpretive, Interpretive and New Interpretive USGS Information Products 

The observations and 
measurements ('data') used 
have not been previously or 
separately released, or the 

methods used have not been 
previously published, or the 

interpretations have not been 
previously published. 

Interpretive, but 
not new1 

(Based on Previously 
Published Material) 

New Interpretive2 

Interpretive 

Information 
Product 

(IP) 

Start 

1 May be approved  for dissemination at the Science Center. 
2 Must be approved for dissemination by a BAO in OSQI. 
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When applying these distinctions, if there is doubt about whether a product is new interpretive, or if the product might  be considered new 
interpretive by others, contact a Bureau Approving Official (BAO) in the USGS Office of Science Quality and Integrity (OSQI) for a determination.   

Note: Additional guidance is available at: 
http://www.usgs.gov/fsp/interpretive_definitions_and_examples.asp. 

http://www.usgs.gov/fsp/interpretive_definitions_and_examples.asp

	Slide Number 1

